
Cultural Information 

     Fern 
 

 
Thank you for purchasing the Fern assorted tray. Here are tips to growing successfully. 

  
 
Growing to Finish 
 

Growing Tips: 

Ferns are relatively easy to grow and have simple environmental requirements. Most varieties can be categorized as 
either tropical or perennial. These two groups have similar, yet distinct, characteristics. Of course, each category has 
exceptions, but that is part of the art of growing. 

 

Tropical Ferns:  

Tropical varieties include all Boston types, etc. These ferns prefer light levels between 1500-3000 foot candles. At the 
lower end of the range, fronds are lush, dark green, coupled with some stretching. Strong, light green, compact foliage 
grows in higher light levels. Leatherleaf ferns require lower light intensities during the summer months to avoid 
deformation of new growth.  

Temperatures, both ambient and soil, influence the growth of ferns. Growth rates are maximized at temperatures 
between 70-80F. Temperatures outside this range will slow growth. Tropical ferns stop growing once the soil 
temperatures drop to 62F.  

Well-balanced fertilizers, such as 20-10-20 or 20-20-20, applied using constant feed irrigation; supply all nutritional 
needs of ferns. Rates of 150-200ppm mitrogen are sufficient. Some growers have experienced success with a lower 
constant feed rate, combined with a slow-release fertilizer. Most varieties prefer pH levels from 5.5 to 6.5. be sure 
fertilizer contains micronutrients.  

When transplanting, tropical ferns prefer any peat-like, well drained media. Proper depth in the media is also important. 
Crowns should be placed above the soil like or plant will struggle.  

Watering intervals and methods are critical. Ebb and flood irrigation techniques are ideal, but any method that keeps 
the foliage dry will reduce fungal infections. Most tropical ferns will tolerate dry conditions; however growth rates will 
be severely retarded. One exception to this rule is Australian Tree Fern. This species must be kept evenly moist or losses 
will occur. Staghorn Fern is another tropical with special watering requirements. This variety must be watered from the 
bottom, and sparingly. It has epiphytic origins and will not tolerate constantly wet roots.  

When well cared for, ferns have very few diseases and pests. During the hot summer months, foliar rhyizoctonia can be 
a problem. Botrytis is more prevalent in cool, cloudy weather. Pests can include fungus gnats, scale, aphids, slugs, and 
snails. All of these problems can be controlled though good housekeeping, scouting, and proper use of approved 
pesticides. 

 


