
Cultural Information 

 Pentas Falling Star 
 

 

 
Thank you for purchasing the Pentas Falling Star assorted tray. Here are tips to growing successfully.  

  

FINISHING 
 
 

Temperature: 
 
Day: 70–80° F (21–27° C) 
 
Night: 65–70° F (18–21° C) 
 
Average daily temperature: 68–80° F (20–27° C) 
 

Lighting: 
 
Recommended day length: >14 hours 
 
Light intensity: 3,500–8,000 foot candles (700–1,600 
micro mols) 
 
Day length response: Facultative long day. Flowering 
is delayed by 1–2 weeks under short days. 
 
Daily light integral: >12 mols/day 
 
Media pH: 6.0–6.4 
 
Media EC: 1.5–1.8 mS/cm (saturated media extract) 
 
Fertilizer: 150–200 ppm Nitrogen 
 
Pinching: Yes, if not done during propagation. The 
terminal bud should be pinched about two weeks after 
planting to promote branching and vegetative growth. A 
second pinch can be given to baskets and larger pots to 
improve branching and shape the plant. 
 
Plant growth regulators: Tank mix spray of B-Nine at 
2,500 ppm plus Cycocel at 750–1,000 ppm. Bonzi® 
plant growth regulator can be drenched at 3–5 ppm 
(depending on temperature) about three to four weeks 
before sale. Higher PGR rates are appropriate at warmer 
temperatures. Add CapSil at 2–4 ounces/100 gallons on 
all sprays. Falling Star Rose and Falling Star Pink 
Bicolor are more vigorous and will potentially need more 
PGR than Falling Star White. 
 
Pests: Aphids, spider mites, thrips, whiteflies 
 
Diseases: Pythium root rot, Rhizoctonia root and stem 
rot, Fusarium wilt, Botrytis 
 

 

 
 
 
Scheduling: 
 
Container size     Crop time after transplant (wks)    Plants per pot 

6-inch pots,1-gallon pots      7–8                                   1–2 

2-gallon pots                         8–9                                   2–3 

10-inch baskets                    9–10                                  3–4 

12-inch baskets                    9–10                                  4–5 

14-inch patios                      10–11                                 6–7 

Estimated finish crop time is from transplant of a 105-cell 
tray and finished at an average daily temperature (ADT) 
of 68° F (20° C) and under a DLI of at least 12 mols/day. 
 
Tech tips: Provide supplemental lighting under low-light 
conditions at 350–450 foot candles to accelerate 
flowering. Crop will stall under cool temperatures and 
low light. If using a fertilizer with low magnesium, 
applications of magnesium sulfate may be needed to 
avoid interveinal chlorosis. 
 

EXAMPLE CROP SCHEDULE FOR 12-INCH 
HANGING BASKETS 

 
Week 1: Stick unrooted cuttings, fungicide sprays for 
Botrytis as needed. Mist carefully until rooting begins. 
Add CapSil at 2–4 ounces/100 gallons on all sprays. 
 
Week 3: Pinch flower bud if it develops in propagation; if 
not, pinch flower bud off after transplant. 
 
Week 5: Transplant four to five liners per 12-inch basket 
and finish at an ADT of 68° F (20° C). 
 
Week 9: PGR—Spray tank mix of B-Nine at 2,500 ppm 
plus Cycocel at 750–1,000 ppm plus CapSil as needed. 
Give a second pinch if needed. 
 
Week 12: PGR—Bonzi drench at 3–5 ppm if needed. 
 
Week 14–15: Finish 


