
Cultural Information 
Pentas Starcluster 
 

 
Thank you for purchasing the Pentas Starcluster assorted tray. Here are tips to growing successfully. 

 
FINISHING 

 
 

 

Media: pH: 6.4– 6.8. Maintain pH above 6.4 to prevent magnesium and iron toxicity. Symptoms of magnesium deficiency include 

marginal and interveinal chlorosis of recently expanded leaves. Initial symptoms of iron toxicity include bronze speckling on the mature 

leaves, followed by marginal necrosis. Allow media to dry down moderately between irrigations to prevent micronutrient deficiency. 

Maintain EC at 1.5 –1.8 (saturated media extract). 

 

Moisture: Maintain moderate moisture (soil moisture level 3) until roots are established, and then begin a wet/dry cycle (soil moisture 

level between 2 and 4) to promote root growth and prevent algae, fungus gnats and shore flies. Avoid drying out or oversaturating the 

growing media to prevent root damage and predisposing the plants to root rot pathogens. 

 

Temperatures: 65°– 68° F night and 70°– 75°F day temperatures. Average daily temperatures below 62° F will delay development and 

increase crop time. Do not let temperature drop below 50° F. 

 

Light: Provide 3,500 – 4,500 foot candles (12–15 total mols/day) over a 13–14 hour period to hasten flower induction. Supplemental 

lighting under low-light conditions at 350 – 450 foot candles will enhance shoot and root growth. High light intensity (4,000 – 5,000 foot 

candles) will promote compact growth. Pentas are quantitative long-day plants, which means they flower faster under long days than 

under short days (although they will flower under any day length). 

 

Fertilizers: 150 – 200 ppm N of a low phosphorus fertilizer, i.e. 15-5-15 or 13-2-13. If a fertilizer without magnesium is used, feed with 

1– 2 pounds per 100 gal. Magnesium sulfate to avoid interveinal chlorosis 

. 

Pinching: The terminal bud needs to be pinched about 2 weeks after planting to promote branching and vegetative growth, if this has 

not already been done during propagation. 

 

Growth Regulators: If needed, spray a tank mix of B-Nine at 2,500 ppm plus Cycocel at 750 –1,000 ppm. Cycocel sprays over 1,000 

ppm or high-volume sprays can cause foliage burn. Bonzi® plant growth regulator can be drenched at 0.5 – 4 ppm (depending on 

temperature – make sure to trial first) about 3 – 4 weeks before sale. Little-or-no plant growth regulators (PGRs) are required if grown at 

moderate temperatures. Higher PGR rates are appropriate at warmer temperatures. 

 
 
SCHEDULING 
 

6 inches (one plant per pot):                                   8–10 weeks 

Gallons (2 plants per pot), 10 inch baskets (4 plants per pot)                                                                
                                                                                        11–13 weeks 

12 inch containers (5 plants per pot):                    11–13 weeks 

 
 
 
GARDEN PERFORMANCE 
 
Location: Full Sun 
 
US Hardiness Zone: 11 
 
AHS Heat Zones: 12–1 
 
Garden Height and Garden Width: 18– 24 inches tall, 16 –20 inches wide 
 
Watering: Frequent irrigation is critical to prevent wilting until plants get established. 


