
Cultural Information 

Portulaca  
 

 

 
Thank you for purchasing the Portulaca Double assorted tray. Here are tips to growing successfully. 

 
 
 
 Handling / Arrival RC  
Root medium should dry out between waterings. 
However, don't allow plants to become severely dry 
because this can damage the roots and make plants 
more susceptible to disease.  
 
Pot / Substrate  
Use a well-drained, well- aerated, loose root medium: 
pH: 5.5- 6.5. It is very important to avoid overly wet 
root medium. EC should be 0.5- 0.9 (SME).  
 
Light / Temperature  
During propagation provide shade for a maximum of 
1000-foot candles. Mist only as needed. Portulaca 
needs minimal misting due to the succulent nature of 
the plant tissue. Excess mist causes disease, uneven and 
delayed rooting. Total propagation time is 3- 4 weeks. 
Rooting hormones are not required. Maintain root 
medium temperature between 68- 72° F (20- 22°C). As 
roots from discontinue misting, gradually increase light 
levels up to 4000 foot candles, reduce humidity, and 
reduce night temperatures to 64-68° F (18- 20°C). After 
potting, establish plants at an average daily 
temperature of 65°F (18°C). Once established, grow at 
75° F (24°C) day and 65° F (18°C) night temperatures. 
Cupcakes perform best in full sun. Avoid shading and 
low light for flowering and improved plant quality. 
Cupcakes are very heat and drought tolerant. 

 
 Fertilizer  
Apply a complete fertilizer at 150- 200 ppm N with a 
constant feed program. Avoid fertilizers high in 
Ammonium. Avoid high salts in the root medium by 
leaching and/or periodically watering with clear water. 
Keep the soil EC between 0.5- 1.0 (SME) for best 
flowering performance. 

 
  
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
Pinch/PGR  
Liners should be pinched to promote early branching. 
Plants grown in 4- 5 inch (10- 12 cm) pots do not require 
an additional pinch if liner was pinched. Though 
generally not needed, lager pots and hanging basket 
plants can be soft pinched 2- 3 weeks after potting. 
Spacing and selling on time is critical. Once plants grow 
into each other they get stringy and grow together, 
breaking off stems and flowers when pulled apart. Plant 
growth and quality is best controlled by the 
environment. Cupcakes shouldn't require growth 
regulators but when needed, B-Nine or Dazide 
(daminozide) at 2500 ppm sprays can provide control.  
 
 
Timing / Scheduling  
From rooted liner  
Container Size    Liners per Pot    Early Season*    LateSeason*  

4 inch (10 cm)    1 lpp          5-7 weeks                4-6 weeks  

6 inch (15 cm)    2-3 lpp       5-7 weeks                4-6 weeks  

8 inch (20 cm)     3-4 lpp      5-7 weeks                4-6 weeks  

Hanging basket   4-5 lpp      8-10 weeks             6-9 weeks  

*weeks after transplant 


